Monkey Tricks

One Saturday, Amy and her mum and dad went to the zoo. Amy’s friend Rebecca went with them.

“There’s the new monkey house,” said Dad.

“That monkey is climbing very fast,” said Rebecca.

“And so is that one,” laughed Amy.

“Look! It’s swinging over to the big tree.”
After a while, Dad bought some ice cream cones, and they all sat under a tree to eat them.
Suddenly, Amy cried, “Oh! My ice-cream! Someone has taken my ice-cream!”
Rebecca looked around. “That monkey has got it!” she laughed. “It has got out of the cage.”
Dad ran to get the zoo keepers.

“I can’t see the monkey,” said Amy.

“I can,” said Rebecca. “It climbed up that big tree and it was hiding up at the top.”
“Yes, with my ice-cream!” laughed Amy.

The zoo keepers came running to get the monkey. They had some bananas and a net. The monkey saw the bananas, and it came down the tree to get them. But the monkey was too clever for the zoo keepers, and it jumped away.

Two of the zoo keepers tried to find the monkey, but the zoo keeper who had a white coat on stayed by the tree. This keeper was the zoo vet, and she looked after the animals when they were sick. She had a dart gun in her hand. Amy and Rebecca kept trying to see where the monkey had gone.

“There it is!” Amy said to the vet.

“Look! It has come back! It’s over there in the bushes.”
The vet held up her dart gun. PING!

The monkey fell over. It tried to get up, but then it fell down again. The vet picked the monkey up very carefully.

“I have just put the monkey to sleep,” she said to the girls.

“When it wakes up, it will be safely back in the monkey house.”
“The monkey could get out again,” said Amy.

“Yes,” said the vet. “We will have to make a better cage, won’t we?”
